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21320 Wilderness Lake Blvd. 
Land O’Lakes, FL 34637 

813-995-2437 / www.wildernesslakecdd.org 

CDD Board of Supervisors 
Holly Ruhlig – Chair 

Bryan Norrie – Vice Chair 

Beth Edwards – Assistant Secretary 

Heather Evereth – Assistant Secretary 

Scott Diver – Assistant Secretary 

Wilderness Lake Preserve Phone Numbers 
Wilderness Lodge.....813-995-2437, www.wildernesslakecdd.org 
General Manager, Tish Dobson...............tdobson@wlplodge.com 
Assistant Manager, Amy Wall.....................awall@wlplodge.com 
Lifestyle Coordinator, Maura Lear .............mlear@wlplodge.com 
The Spa at Wilderness Lake Preserve .....................813-995-2437 
Regional District Manager (CDD), 
Matt Huber w/Rizzetta & Co. .................................813-933-5571 
WLP CDD Website ...........................www.wildernesslakecdd.org 
HOA Community Manager, Melinda Spall w/Greenacre 
Properties, Inc. ...............813-600-1100, melindas@greenacre.com 
HOA Board Email Contact ..................yourboard@wlp-HOA.org 

Important Phone Numbers 
EMERGENCY/AMBULANCE ............................................911 
Animal Control........................................................813-929-1212 
Waste Express / Progressive ....................................727-849-3333 
Chamber of Commerce............................................813-996-5522 
Florida Auto Tag & Title - Tax Collector ................813-929-6020 
Florida Driver’s License..........................................813-929-6020 
Poison Control .........................................................800-222-1222 
Duke Energy............................................................800-700-8744 
Frontier (Telephone) ................................................800-921-8101 
Spectrum..................................................................727-856-3278 

LAND O’LAKES 
Library .....................................................................813-929-1214 
Community Center ..................................................813-929-1229 
Recreation Center ....................................................813-929-1220 
Post Office ...............................................................813-996-1257 

PASCO COUNTY 
Building Department ...............................................813-929-6084 
Disaster Preparedness..............................................727-847-8137 
Health Department...................................................813-558-5173 
Sheriff’s Department ...............................................727-847-8102 
Government .............................................................813-996-2411 
Parks & Recreation Department..............................813-929-1260 
School Board ...........................................................813-794-2000 
Water & Sewer.........................................................727-847-8131 
Public Information...................................................727-847-8110 

Brought to you by Rizzetta & Company 
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SignTime 

Garbage Pickup Schedule 

Waste Express / Progressive 

TUESDAY and FRIDAY MORNINGS* 

*Please bring in receptacles as soon as possible
after trash has been picked up. 

Recycling Days: Every Wednesday 

Water Restrictions 

Please visit the Pasco County website (pascocountyfl.net) to 
obtain the most up-to-date watering information. 

Architectural Review Committee 

When making changes to the outside of your home, remember to 
submit your alteration application to the “ARC” prior to beginning 
your project. 

Are You Selling/Renting Your Home? 

Please call The Lodge at 813-995-2437 to help streamline the 
process for yourself and the new home occupant. The Deed 
Restriction Books need to be left for the new homeowners. 

Lodge ID Cards need to be returned to the Lodge for 
deactivation. Thank you! 

ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
December 13th, 2021 for the January 2022 Issue 

The appearance of advertising in The Nature’s News newsletter is neither a guarantee 

or an endorsement by Wilderness Lake of the product, service or company or the 

claims made for the product in such advertising. Customers are urged to make their 

own inquiries of any company before consideration. Verify that a contractor is 

licensed at www.myfloridalicense.com 

Nature’s News is published monthly by SignTime and mailed free via USPS bulk mail to every 
home in Wilderness Lake Preserve. SignTime reserves the right to refuse any advertising 
which may be deemed objectionable or is not in keeping with our policies. Reproduction of 
any artwork or copy, in whole or in part, prepared by SignTime is strictly prohibited without the 
written consent of the publisher.All rights reserved. SignTime will not be responsible or liable 
for misprints, typographical errors, unplaced ads, misinformation, etc. herein contained. 

PUBLISHER AND 

ADVERTISING SALES 

SignTimeAdvertising 

352-683-5629 
1252 Lori Dr. 

Spring Hill, FL 34606 

www.signtimeads.com 
signtime@tampabay.rr.com 

mailto:signtime@tampabay.rr.com
www.signtimeads.com
www.myfloridalicense.com
https://pascocountyfl.net
mailto:melindas@greenacre.com
www.wildernesslakecdd
mailto:Wall.....................awall@wlplodge
mailto:Dobson...............tdobson@wlplodge
www.wildernesslakecdd.org
www.wildernesslakecdd.org


Around the Preserve Classes at The Lodge 

Fitness & Health Classes 
Chat’hers Club 

Water Aerobics 

9:00am - 10:00am Monday - Friday 

Exercising in the water is a fun change of pace and is much 

easier on the joints than high-impact activities. This is a 

resident-driveneventthatisfreetoparticipants. 

Yoga 

Lu-Ann Guariniello, a RYT-500hr Zarnay Yoga 

E-RYT 200 and YACEP 

Tuesday 8:30am - 9:30am 

Thursday 8:30am - 9:30am 

Please RSVP to Lmgagain@yahoo.com or 

(813) 846-0874 Cost: $5.00 per class 

Walking, Toning, and Strengthening Class 

Location: Activities Center 

Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays 

9:30am - 10:45am Cost: FREE 

This is a resident-driven activity. Class size is limited 

due to spacing requirements. 

Ladies’ Social Club at 

Wilderness Lake Preserve 

This year the Chat’hers are 

sponsoring Hospice. 

For event information, 

please call Judy at 813-352-9536. 

——————— 
Photography & Bird Watching Club 

Meets at 7pm on the 3rd Wednesday of 

every month. 

For further information 

on the club or the monthly outings, 

please email mcoppola47@hotmail.com. 

——————— 
Women of Wilderness Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10:00am 

Contact Shuyuan at 970-978-7568 or Janice at 

727-776-5723 for more information. 

——————— 
Deerfields’ Meeting 

Location: Deerfields’ Pool 

Date: 2nd Tues. of each month 

Time: 6:00 pm 

Children’s Tennis Lessons 

Date: 12/4 and 12/11 

Instructor: Sam Watson, Contact: 813-618-1360 

Friendly Reminders From 
Your Neighbors... 

Wipe down the Fitness Center equipment after 

each use. 

Return the Fitness Center equipment to the racks 

once your workout is complete. 

Throw your trash in the waste receptacle. 

Thank you for your assistance in maintaining a 

clean and tidy Fitness Center. 

Pickleball 

Wednesdays, 8:00am -10:00am 

Casual instruction and play. This is a free resident-

driven activity open to all ages. Equipment provided or 

bring your own. 
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Owl Symbolism 
Owls are majestic and 

mysterious creatures. These 

nocturnal birds of prey have 

been the subject of myths 

and folklore for centuries. 

There are over 240 species of 

owl and they exist on every continent on Earth except 

Antarctica. Characteristics of the owl spirit animal is 

recognized in cultures around the world. They are: 

Wisdom, Keen Insight, Courage, Agility, Independent 

Thinking, Observant Listening, Powerful Intuition, 

and Supernatural Powers. 

Owls have extraordinarily keen eyesight; at night, they 

can see objects 2.5 more brightly than we do. 

Additionally, their heads can turn 270 degrees. Their 

almost supernatural visual and observational traits 

speak to their wisdom and insight. 

Owls are also blessed with acute hearing; many species 

have asymmetrical ears, which enables them to 

pinpoint the location of sounds from multiple 

directions. At certain frequencies, owls' hearing is 10 

time more acute than our own. 

Owls have unique and graceful flying skills; they are 

able to vertically launch from a standstill and fly 

silently, generating very little turbulence. 

Owls are independent hunters, fierce protectors of 

their young, brave, and extremely cunning in their 

survival instincts. Symbolically, they “show the light”, 

and help people find their way when they are lost in the 

darkness. 

Notable December 
Celebrate the holiday season with the blue topaz 

birthstone and the month's official flowers, holly and 

narcissus. Other official days in December: 

December 1: Eat a Red Apple Day 

December 4: National Cookie Day 

December 7: National Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day 

December 12: National Poinsettia Day 

December 24: National Eggnog Day 

December Fun Facts 
And Folklore 

� The month of December brings the winter solstice 

in the Northern Hemisphere. This year, the solstice 

occurs on Tuesday, December 21 and will be the 

shortest day of the year. 

� The Bill of Rights, which include the first ten 

amendments to the US Constitution, came into 

effect on December 15, 1791. 

� On December 30, 1803, the USA essentially 

doubled in size when it formally took control of 

Louisiana, some 885,000 square miles from France 

through the Louisiana Purchase, for $15 million. 

� Dr. Pepper was served for the first time on 

December 1, 1835. 

� Coca-Cola was invented on December 30, 1851 by 

Asa Griggs Candler. 

� The first Nobel Prizes were awarded on December 

10, 1901. 

� The full moon in December is called the Full Cold 

Moon. 
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HOA News 
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The largest project ever undertaken in the history of 

the WLP HOA is about to begin with the first year of 

Deerfields re-roofing program. The Deerfields roofing 

program will begin at the beginning of the new 2022 

year and will last about 4-6 weeks. Twenty-five homes 

will have new roofs. In addition, a new roof will be 

installed at the pool house in 2023. These 

replacements are significant because they happen only 

once every 18 years. The cost is covered by the HOA 

fees paid by the Deerfields Homeowners. While 

replacing the roofs, the Engineering and Roof 

Consulting firm will take care of the gutters, flashing 

details, and variable cost items such as plywood 

replacement, and proper ventilation. This project is 

essential to Deerfields community while enhancing the 

Wilderness Lake Preserve overall by increasing values 

of all homes. The Board of Directors would like to 

express special thanks to Tom Case who took the lead 

on this project and ensured that the most dependable 

company is hired to complete this project and the 

Homeowners are most satisfied with the results. 

This month we would like to recognize Mr. and Mrs. 

Nicholas Stephenson for Yard of the Month. They have 

recently welcomed a new addition to their family but 

even with three babies on her hands, Mrs. Stephenson 

effortlessly took care of their yard. As a token of 

appreciation for making our neighborhood look 

beautiful, we would like to award Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas 

Stephenson a $50 gift certificate from Lowe's. Thank 

you so much and Congratulations! 

Lastly, the Board of Directors would like to wish each of 

our Association members and all the Homeowners the 

very warmest of greetings and best wishes during the 

holiday season. We have much to be grateful for, 

particularly all our neighbors and the people who make 

this such a wonderful community with their incredible 

acts of kindness and the numerous hours spent 

volunteering. 

May you enjoy the company of the ones you love and 

may everyone be blessed with peace and joy through 

the holiday season as well as the entire year. 

Best, 

Wilderness Lake Preserve Board of Directors 



Wishing my friends and
neighbors a Happy Holiday season

and all the best in 2022!

Wishing my friends and 
neighbors a Happy Holiday season 

and all the best in 2022! 

It's more than Real Estate, 
it's about your life 

and dreams! 
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Never Leave Candles Unattended 
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Candles are very popular, 

especia l ly  around the 

holidays. But did you know 

that candles cause about 20 

home fires a day on average 

in the U.S.? 

December is the peak month for home candle fires. If 

you're decorating with candles this holiday season, 

consider using the battery-operated kind. If you must 

use candles, keep them away from anything that could 

burn, and place them out of reach of pets and children. 

Never leave burning candles unattended. 

The American Red Cross offers these additional steps 

you can take to deck your halls safely: 

� Check all holiday light cords to ensure they aren't 

frayed or broken. Don't string too many strands of 

lights together — no more than three per extension 

cord. 

� Turn off all holiday lights when going to bed or 

leaving the house. 

� Ensure outside decorations are for outdoor use and 

fasten lights securely to your home or trees. If using 

hooks or nails outside, make sure they are insulated to 

avoid an electrocution or fire hazard. 

� If buying an artificial tree, look for the fire-resistant 

label. When putting it up, keep it away from fireplaces, 

radiators and other sources of heat. Never use electric 

lights on metallic trees. 

� If getting a live tree, make sure it's fresh and keep it 

watered. To test if the tree is fresh, bend the needles up 

and down to make sure no needles fall off. 

� Don't light the fireplace if hanging stockings or other 

decorations on the mantel. 

About the American Red Cross: The American Red Cross shelters, 

feeds and provides comfort to victims of disasters; supplies about 

40% of the nation's blood; teaches skills that save lives; distributes 

international humanitarian aid; and supports veterans, military 

members and their families. The Red Cross is a nonprofit organization 

that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American 

public to deliver its mission. For more information, please visit 

redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on Twitter at 

@RedCross. 

https://cruzrojaamericana.org
https://redcross.org


November 3, 2021 CDD Meeting Highlights 

continued to the next page 
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Natural Areas and Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
If you modify or use CDD owned property and/or 

Conservation/Natural Areas without permission, you 

will be legally required to pay for remediation. 

Everyone plays a role in helping to protect and sustain 

Florida's wetlands and preserves: the government, 

developers, environmental groups, scientists, and YOU! 

Here at Wilderness Lake Preserve, Southwest Florida 

Water Management District (SWFWMD) vested The 

Preserve at Wilderness Lake CDD with the legal 

responsibility of protecting and maintaining all 

conservation land. This includes both CDD owned land 

and the numerous conservation buffer areas on 

residents' property. SWFWMD has mandated that the 

preserves remain untouched so that they will continue 

to serve their natural purpose, except in special 

circumstances. 

Sometimes there are instances when it makes sense to 

help the preserve maintain its natural balance. So the 

CDD, at the request of numerous concerned residents, 

developed a Conservation Maintenance Policy. To 

summarize the policy, if you have wooded and/or 

wetland areas adjacent to your home, PLEASE DO NOT 

trim or disturb these areas yourself, regardless of 

whether they are on CDD owned land or YOUR OWN 

LOT. Instead, notify the Lodge or District Management, 

who will make an appointment with you. Prior to your 

meeting, please review our Conservation Maintenance 

Policy, which is available on the community website, 

www.wildernesslakecdd.org. 

Because our CDD Board takes our environmental 

responsibilities very seriously; they will strictly enforce the 

Conservation Maintenance Policy to ensure we are in 

compliance with all SWFWMD regulations and are in no 

way damaging our environment. If you feel the wooded 

and wetland areas surrounding your home need attention, 

please first review our community's policy and contact the 

Lodgetoarrangeforyourinspection. 

If you should have any questions, please feel free to 

contact the District Office to discuss any questions you 

may have, 813-933-5571. 

**Please do not dump yard clippings or trimmings in the 

woodedand/orwetlandareasadjacenttoyourhome. 

The Protected Areas Notification 
AS A REMINDER… 

on both CDD property AND resident property, are part 

of the SWFWMD CDD wetlands permit. This means that 

residents may only remove invasive species AND must 

have CDD permission / supervision to do so. Residents 

must contact the Lodge prior to the removal of any plant 

material. The CDD wetlands vendor will review the area 

and provide guidance as to what may and may not be 

removed or cut back. Residents must receive written 

permission from the CDD prior to removal / cutback of 

any plant material on CDD property. The Lodge 

Manager will provide residents with the proper forms 

that must be completed prior to any work being done. 

Any non-authorized removal of plant material in areas 
falling under the SWFWMD CDD permit will be 
replanted at the offending resident’s expense. All legal 
costs associated with the violation will also be charged 
to the offending resident. 

Cutting trails, clearing of the underbrush, constructing 

forts, and dumping are just a few examples of 

violations that have occurred in 2021. These violations 

are becoming far too common and will ultimately 

impact the protected areas and community adversely. 

Be responsible by enjoying the surrounding areas 

without disturbing them. 

Florida Friendly 
Landscape Tips 

Mulch 

Mulching is recommended to protect 

against soil erosion, maintain soil 

moisture, inhibit weed growth, 

improve soil structure and aeration, and reduce 

pesticide use. 

Recycle 

Florida-Friendly Landscape recycles yard waste 

generated by activities like mowing, pruning, and 

raking. Use these leftovers as mulch or compost, 

returning valuable nutrients to your landscape. Save 

money and enrich your soil by composting grass 

clippings, weeds, and plant trimmings and utilizing the 

compost. 
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Radar Results 

Date: 
# of 

Vehicles 

# of  
Violators 

21mph & up 

Peak 
Speed of 
the Day 

Average 
Speed of 
the Day 

% of 
Violators 

for the Day 

9/16/2021 1307 733 39 21.05 56.08 

9/17/2021 1406 819 41 21.36 58.25 

9/18/2021 1179 702 37 21.57 59.54 

9/19/2021 1060 652 43 21.28 61.51 

9/20/2021 1346 757 45 21.16 56.24 

9/21/2021 1389 781 38 21.06 56.23 

9/22/2021 1356 666 38 20.64 49.12 

9/23/2021 1007 574 44 21.30 57.00 

9/24/2021 1379 728 42 20.97 52.79 

9/25/2021 1245 726 38 21.44 58.31 

9/26/2021 1101 663 37 21.51 60.22 

9/27/2021 1314 707 40 21.10 53.81 

9/28/2021 1354 727 36 20.95 53.69 

9/29/2021 1472 725 40 20.79 49.25 

9/30/2021 1352 746 35 21.04 55.18 

10/1/2021 1426 795 41 21.13 55.75 

10/2/2021 1328 789 41 21.56 59.41 

10/3/2021 876 523 45 21.45 59.70 

10/4/2021 1280 709 39 21.04 55.39 

10/5/2021 1332 694 38 20.75 52.10 

10/6/2021 1402 683 41 20.74 48.72 

10/7/2021 1220 663 41 21.00 54.34 

10/8/2021 1416 817 38 21.30 57.70 

10/9/2021 1289 720 43 20.77 55.86 

10/10/2021 1243 779 39 19.52 62.67 

10/11/2021 1127 699 45 23.63 62.02 

10/12/2021 1303 709 40 21.09 54.41 

10/13/2021 1151 617 36 20.99 53.61 

10/14/2021 1312 753 39 21.20 57.39 

10/15/2021 1413 816 39 21.27 57.75 

Totals: 38385 21472 Avg.  39 

High 45 

21.13 55.94 

Date: 
# of 

Vehicles 

# of  
Violators 

21mph & up 

Peak 
Speed of 
the Day 

Average 
Speed of 
the Day 

% of 
Violators 

for the Day 

9/16/2021 1039 351 35 19.04 33.78 

9/17/2021 1109 401 36 19.05 36.16 

9/18/2021 519 210 36 19.86 40.46 

9/19/2021 625 237 42 19.36 37.92 

9/20/2021 977 326 34 19.11 33.37 

9/21/2021 1142 362 33 18.33 31.70 

9/22/2021 1075 359 39 18.77 33.40 

9/23/2021 984 348 39 19.24 35.37 

9/24/2021 1112 410 38 19.28 36.87 

9/25/2021 905 358 42 19.63 39.56 

9/26/2021 780 295 35 19.53 37.82 

9/27/2021 1017 261 37 18.61 25.66 

9/28/2021 869 227 31 18.49 26.12 

9/29/2021 1150 252 35 18.14 21.91 

9/30/2021 1143 316 37 18.61 27.65 

10/1/2021 1161 310 37 18.46 26.70 

10/2/2021 986 292 41 18.69 29.61 

10/3/2021 708 210 34 18.92 29.66 

10/4/2021 1047 318 43 18.89 30.37 

10/5/2021 1065 304 39 18.59 28.54 

10/6/2021 1093 291 46 18.65 26.62 

10/7/2021 1105 341 49 18.89 30.86 

10/8/2021 1115 354 36 18.94 31.75 

10/9/2021 970 281 35 18.66 28.97 

10/10/2021 815 263 38 18.97 32.27 

10/11/2021 1097 320 46 18.77 29.17 

10/12/2021 407 121 38 18.53 29.73 

10/13/2021 815 230 38 18.70 28.22 

10/14/2021 1124 314 39 18.66 27.94 

10/15/2021 1149 284 37 18.46 24.72 

Totals: 29103 8946 Avg. 38 

High 49 

18.83 30.74 
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10% off materials for all
Wilderness Lake Residents

Recipe of the Month 
10% Great Britain Tile 

Tile � �Carpet Wood � LaminateFestive Strawberry Cheddar Ball 
Off 

Ingredients Visit Our Showroom 
� 8 ounces cream cheese, softened www.greatbritaintile.com 
� 4 ounces sharp cheddar cheese, grated 

� ½ green bell pepper, finely diced 

� ½ red bell pepper, finely diced 

� 3 whole green onions, finely diced 

� 12 ounces strawberry preserves 

Directions 

In medium bowl mix all ingredients except preserves; shape 

into a ball. Refrigerate, covered, overnight. When ready to 

serve: Place cheese ball on plate. Shape into a “doughnut” 

with a deep center hole. Spoon preserves into hole; serve 

with onion or your favorite crackers. 

Shoebox 
Project 

10% off materials for all 
Wilderness Lake Residents 

Address: 9533 Land O’Lakes Blvd. (2 ½ miles north of Wilderness Lake) 
Phone: (813) 235-9775 Email: customerservice@greatbritaintile.com Web: www.greatbritaintile.com 

THE ORTOLANO REAL ESTATE TEAM 
Special rates available to residents of Wilderness Lake Preserve! 

24812 State Road 54 

Lutz, FL  33559 

813.235.4951 
www.buyershomestore.com 

BOB ORTOLANO SCOTT ORTOLANO 

727.492.8824 727.244.8824 
bob@buyershomestore.com scott@buyershomestore.com 

AIR CONDITIONING - ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ELECTRIC QUEST Ec13008513 

Family Owned & Operated with Over 
25 Years of Service! 

Call Now: (727) 266-0076 or (813) 324-1161 

Must present coupon - Expires December 31, 2021 Must present coupon - Expires December 31, 2021 
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PRST STANDARD 
US POSTAGE 

P A I D 21320 Wilderness Lake Blvd. 
PERMIT NO 6097 

Land O’Lakes, FL 34637 TAMPA FL 

Lodge Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:00am-8:00pm 

Sunday 12:00pm-8:00pm 

So Much Fun 
Hanging Out 

Together! 

Kids Tennis 

Caring and Sharing Feast 

H A L L O W E E N  E V E N T S  




